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Course Description/Purpose 
Introduction to Music is a non-technical course on the enjoyment and appreciation of music for students with little or no 
background. This course will be devoted to listening and discussion of select musical examples.  
 
Course Goals/Learning Objectives 
Students will complete this course with an ability to approach and appreciate music by means of “active listening” 
practice. Students will learn to recognize key elements of music primarily through classical repertories, associate them 
with the representative stylistic and historical periods of Western art music, and apply these listening skills to many 
other types of music to be experienced inside and outside class. Students are given the knowledge to encourage a life-
long interest in music and to become a strong supporter for the performing arts. 
 
Textbook Used  
Wallace, Robin. Take Note: An Introduction to Music through Active Listening. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015.   

 
Supplies to Be Needed for Class 
A notebook, a pencil, and an organizer/folder. 
 
Assessment/Assignments 
    
Quizzes  
Short quizzes will be given throughout the semester on music theory fundamentals and quick snapshots of a time period 
or composer. These may be given at the beginning of class so don’t be tardy. You will only be able to make up a quiz if it 
is an excused absence or tardy. If you are tardy and it is unexcused then you will receive a 0% for that quiz. 
 
Unit Tests  
Unit Tests are designed to help students get familiar with the representative stylistic characteristics and sounds, 
composers, and music of the 6 Western European music historical periods, ranging from the Ancient through Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 20th-Century/Modern periods. 
  
Final Exam  
Final Exam is designed to help student retain all the materials they have studied throughout the semester and thus use 
them as an anchor for continuous learning and enjoyment of music they will hear after this course is over. The exam will 
be comprehensive. All of the questions will be taken from the previous unit tests and quizzes.  
 
Paper 1 – Composer/Musician’s Life and Music  
This assignment is designed to help student 1) get familiar with a classical composer’s or a jazz musician’s life and music; 
and 2) get to know about his/her general style and sound in music and contribution to music history by exploring a 
representative piece of music of his or hers and its context. It will be turned in at the end of the semester and goes along 
with the class project. 
 
You are to choose and research on 1 composer/musician’s life and music in close relation to 1 piece of music you will 
choose. Then you are to write a short essay on the relationship between the composer/musician’s life and music in the 
length of 3 full pages (w/ 12-point and double-spaced letters and 1-inch margin all around the page). The recommended 
sources for this project are your handouts from class and websites for music including, but not limited to, 
“www.naxosmusic.com,” “www.allmusic.com,” “www.britannica.com,” “www.biography.com,” and 
“www.infoplease.com.” Please do not use other unauthorized random sources from the Internet because you may 

http://www.naxosmusic.com/
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http://www.biography.com/
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stumble onto incorrect information. A list of composers/musicians, formatting, and grading criteria will be provided as 
the time approaches.  
 
Paper 2 – Concert Report  
This assignment is designed to help student 1) get familiar with a concert culture; 2) exercise and demonstrate student’s 
knowledge and ability to listen to serious concert music; and 3) lead him or her to become a lifelong lover of music.  
 
You are to choose and go to 1 musical event that is offered by the UNC School of Music (http://arts.unco.edu/events/) 
before finals week that provide program notes. Events that occur at such casual venues most likely without program 
notes as The Grill at Westlake, Moxi Theater, and UC Fireside Lounge are NOT applicable for this project. For such cases, 
plan to check out at least 2 musical events before you decide on what to use for the paper. After attending an 
appropriate event, write a report on key elements of music, musician(s), performance venue, and audience in the length 
of 3 full pages (w/ 12-point and double-spaced letters and 1-inch margin all around the page). Your report is to (1) 
demonstrate your skills of active listening to music, using proper musical terms and descriptions, (2) include a discussion 
of performance itself, performance venue, and audience, etc., and (3) evaluate the performance from your own 
perspective as a serious-minded amateur music lover. Make sure to turn in the program notes attached to your paper.  
A paper guide will be provided as the time approaches. 
 
Project – Composer/Musician’s Life and Music  
You will choose from a list of composers and musicians from many different time periods to research. You will present 
your findings by playing music from that composer or musician and using as an aid in your presentation the white board, 
PowerPoint or Prezi, or a poster board. Each student will be given approximately 10-15 minutes for your presentation to 
the class at the end of the semester. 
 
Grading System 
 Quizzes  10% 
 Papers  15% 
 Project  15% 
 Tests  40%   
 Final Exam  20% 
 __________________ 
 Total  100% 
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