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“It takes nothing away from a human to be kind to an animal.”     

           ~Joaquin Phoenix 
 

Course Description: Exploration of the unique aspects of working with animals, animal owners and 

professionals in animal care and veterinary settings. 

 

Course Purpose: Hearing loss and prevention of hearing loss are rapidly becoming 

critical topics with regard to animal welfare. In addition, awareness of humane treatment of 

animals is an important component of the training of all individuals working with animals. 

Audiologists working with animals should become familiar with how other animal care 

professionals approach this topic. This course will consist of observation and shadowing in 

which students will receive exposure to animal evaluation, health care, management, and/or 

welfare, and will observe other professionals interacting with animals and with the public.  

 

Required Texts: (None) 

Readings as assigned: There will be several additional readings assigned for this course.  All of them will be 

made available to you through Canvas. These additional readings will be articles or supplements that address 

specific course content areas. 

 

Course Objectives (Student Learner Outcomes): 
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 

 

1. Explore and discuss the unique aspects of working with animal owners and professionals in animal 

care and veterinary settings. 

2. Identify key concepts contained in the Animal Welfare Act. 

3. Recognize potentially unsafe situations for animals and the humans who work with them. 

4. Critically evaluate scientific and nonscientific resources on animal well-being and welfare. 

5. Discuss relevant evidence-based research on animal well-being and animal care specific to the 

student’s interest. 

 

 



 

Course Requirements and Evaluation: 
 

1.  (10 points) Students must submit documentation of successful completion of the 

CITI Animal Care and Use modules. 

2. (100 points) Students will identify and receive faculty approval for at least two sites for 

shadowing of animal care professionals and will arrange to spend time volunteering or 

observing animal evaluation, veterinary care, management, training, and/or animal care. 

Students will maintain a journal summarizing and reflecting on each observation experience 

and will turn in the journal at midterm and again at the end of the semester.  

 

3. (100 points) Students will select a topic relevant to the observation experience 

and write a 3- to 5-page literature-based paper about the topic. Topics should be 

approved by course faculty. Acceptable topics might be animal restraint methods; 

animal health care; comparison of professional training and credentialing in 

animal care; noise levels in animal care facilities.  

4. (40 points) Online Discussion Boards/Assignments  

 Discussions and assignments will be described in their corresponding units. Make sure you pay 

close attention to the materials posted within the units and the course schedule so that you do 

not forget to complete an assignment or participate in a discussion board. Each week is meant 

to run from Monday to Friday, but unless otherwise mentioned, you have until the end of the 

day Saturday of each week to complete your online assignments/discussions.  These 

discussions provide you with an opportunity to interact with the instructor and your classmates 

to get more of an “in class” feel in this online course delivery model. 

 

Late Assignments: Assignment due dates will be strictly maintained.  Assignments may be submitted any 

time before the due date.  Assignments submitted within 24 hours after the due date will be accepted with a 

20% deduction.  If an assignment is more than 24 hours late, a grade of zero will be given. In the case of an 

extreme personal circumstance, please notify the instructor immediately. 
 

 

Course Outline for Online Discussions (Because of the practicum nature of the course, 

discussions will not be held every week. Please see the attached Reading List for resources.) 

 

Weeks 1 & 2 Introductions and discussion with instructors about potential 

observation/shadowing sites 

Week 3   Federal Animal Welfare Act 

Week 5 Colorado Pet Animal Care and Facilities Act and Colorado Equine Activity 

Statute 

Week 7 Discussion with instructors about potential paper topics 

Week 9 Effects of noise on animals 

Week 11 Safe interactions with and handling of canines and equines 

Week 13 Review of animal restraint methods 

Week 15 Differences in professional approaches to animal care and welfare 

 

 



 

Method of Evaluation (Total points possible = 250) 
 

Letter Grade Percentage Student’s Total Points 

A 94-100 235-250 

A- 90-93 225-234 

B+ 87-89 218-224 

B 84-86 210-217 

B- 80-83 200-216 

C+ 77-79 193-199 

C 74-76 185-192 

C- 70-73 175-184 

D 60-69 150-174 

F <60 <150 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES 
 

Students with disabilities Students who believe they may need accommodations in this class are 

encouraged to contact the Disability Support Services (970) 351-2289 as 

soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are 

implemented in a timely fashion. 

Student Engagement Active participation is expected and encouraged throughout this course.  

Active discussions that are both relevant and at times tangential to course 

content often make the learning experience richer and more meaningful.  

Know that there are no ‘dumb’ questions.  If you have a question, then 

chances are someone else has the same question.  Please ask! It can often be 

challenging to get students to feel like part of a “class environment” in an 

online learning situation.  We will incorporate class discussions throughout 

the course to get everyone “talking” and engaged as a group.  The learning 

environment is much richer when we can discuss and learn from each other. 

 

Time Commitment/Class  

 

 

Pacing 

 

This is a 2-credit graduate level course presented in hybrid mode: online 

with fieldwork. 

 

It is expected that students will allow a considerable amount of time to read 

and study the material presented and to complete required assignments.  

While not required, supplemental materials will be provided to help 

students develop a broader foundation of knowledge. You are encouraged to 

take advantage of the resources.  As a rule of thumb students should plan to 

spend approximately 2 hours “in class” and additional time “outside” of 

class each week.  Please budget your time accordingly and you will do well.   

Honor Code/Academic 

Integrity 

All members of the UNC community are entrusted with the responsibility to 

uphold and promote five fundamental values: Honesty, Trust, Respect, 

Fairness, and Responsibility. These core elements foster an atmosphere, 



 

inside and outside of the classroom, which serves as a foundation and 

guides the UNC community’s academic, professional, and personal growth. 

Endorsement of these core elements by students, faculty, staff, 

administration, and trustees strengthens the integrity of our academic 

climate. University policies and guidelines will be followed regarding 

academic integrity. For additional information, please see the Dean of 

Student’s website: http://www.unco.edu/dos/ 

 

Canvas and Bearmail  This course will use Canvas. The syllabus, required readings, and other 

course documents and information may be accessed via the course site.  

Please check for Announcements on Canvas or via e-mail regularly 

throughout the term.  E-mail communications will be sent to your UNC 

Bearmail account. You are responsible for checking Canvas and your UNC 

Bearmail on a regular basis for up-to-date class information.  General 

support for students experiencing technical difficulties relating to Canvas 

can be obtained from the Technical Service Center at 970-351-4357 (i.e., 

password and log in problems and the UNC network status).  If you ever 

have a problem submitting something through Canvas, contacting technical 

support is the best way to get your problem solved.   

  

 

http://www.unco.edu/dos/


 

Reading List for Online Discussions 

 
Animal Welfare Act (AWA). Code of Federal Regulations. Title 9: Animals and Animal Products, Subchapter 

A—Animal Welfare. https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2013-title9-vol1/xml/CFR-2013-title9-

vol1-chapI-subchapA.xml 

 

Colorado Department of Agriculture. Pet Animal Care and Facilities Act. 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/aginspection/pacfa 

 

Colorado Equine Activity Statute. Colorado Revised Statutes, Title 13, Article 21 

 

Creekmore, M. D. Basic Safety Rules Around Horses. http://www.thesurvivalistblog.net/basic-safety-rules-

horses/ 

 

Njaa, Bradley L., Lynette K. Cole, and Natalie Tabacca. (2012) Practical otic anatomy and physiology of the 

dog and cat. Vet Clin Small Anim 42, 1109-1126. 

 

Scheifele, P., D. Martin, J.G. Clark, D. Kemper, and J. Wells. (2012) Effect of kennel noise on hearing in 

dogs. Am J Vet Res, 73(4), 482-489. 

 

Schultz, J. L. Animal Handling Safety Tips. https://www.petfinder.com/pro/for-shelters/animal-handling-

safety-tips/ 
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