
Practicum in Animal Audiology 

ASLS 796 (2 credits, repeatable) 
Hybrid Course 

Instructors: Tina M. Stoody, Ph.D., Kathryn Bright, Ph.D., Jennifer Weber, Au.D. 

University of Northern Colorado 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

Department of Audiology and Speech-Language Sciences 

Contact Information 

Office Location Dr. Stoody: Gunter 1440 
Dr. Bright: Gunter 1460 
Dr. Weber: Gunter 1360 

Contacting the 

Instructor 
Tina.stoody@unco.edu     office: 970-351-2204 

Katie.bright@unco.edu            office: 970-351-1589 

Jenny.weber@unco.edu           office: 970-351-1595 

*Please allow at least 24 hours for an instructor to respond to your email
request. While we make every attempt to be as accessible as possible,
because we have responsibilities outside of work, we may not respond to
email over the weekend.  Therefore an email sent after 4:00 PM on Friday
may not be answered until Monday morning. Please look over your syllabus,
course schedule, and Canvas materials posted to find the answer to your
questions prior to contacting the instructor. Please also note we have provided
a discussion board for posting questions.  We would like you to use this as
much as possible, because if you have a question, others probably have that
same question too!
For those of you within proximity to campus, office hours are posted outside

our office doors, and we are also available by appointment.

Course Description: Perform brainstem auditory evoked

response (BAER) screening and diagnostic testing with canines and 

equines. 

Course Purpose: Students will establish a working knowledge

of clinical protocols and animal management procedures for obtaining 

BAER test results for canines and equines. Interpretation and reporting 

of test results will also be addressed. 

Prerequisite: ASLS 696, Seminar in Animal Audiology

Required Texts: (None)
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Course Objectives (Student Learner Outcomes): 
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 

1. Identify appropriate auditory brainstem test protocols for screening and diagnosis of canines 

and equines based on case history and referral information. 

2. Describe the factors related to auditory electrophysiologic testing including protocol 

parameters, electrode montage, and instrumentation troubleshooting. 

3. Perform a basic physical exam including otoscopy examination on canines. 

4. Perform proper placement of electrodes. 

5. Describe and exemplify safe and appropriate behavior around canines and equines. 

6. Perform and interpret BAER testing on canines and equines. 

7. Counsel owners/breeders regarding hearing loss in canines/equines and provide appropriate 

recommendations and resources. 

 

Course Requirements and Evaluation: 
 

1. Students must submit documentation of successful completion of the CITI Animal Care and 

Use modules prior to beginning the practicum. 

2. Students will participate in at least 6 test sessions with canines and at least 1 test session with 

equines throughout the semester. The test sessions will be scheduled every two weeks 

throughout the semester. Canine test sessions are held at Full Circle Veterinary Care in 

Johnstown, Colorado, and each session is scheduled for 3 to 4 hours. Equine test sessions are 

held on the premises of equine owners. 

Distance students will need to arrange visitation to the UNC FETCHLAB in order to acquire 

hands-on clinical hours with animals. For distance students, the hands-on portion of the clinical 

practicum experience may be compressed into 3 to 4 days.  

 

3. For weeks during which testing is not scheduled, students will participate in Canvas 

discussions about cases they have seen, testing parameters and their effects on BAER 

test results, and interpretation of test results. 

 

Course Outline 
Because this is a one-on-one supervised practicum course designed to address individual 

students’ level of training in the program, a week-by-week outline is not possible. 

Students will be scheduled for biweekly testing at the Johnstown veterinary clinic or at 

another off-campus location. This course is repeatable and students may be in the first or 

second semester and thus be performing at different levels. Alternatively, distance 

students will arrange to obtain the hands-on practicum experience in a compressed 

format.  

 

For weeks during which testing is not scheduled, students may participate in Canvas 

discussions. The discussions will include sharing cases and addressing issues 

encountered by first-semester and second-semester students during the practicum 

experience. Examples of Canvas discussion topics will be: 

 

 Introductions 

 Instrumentation setup and troubleshooting 

 BAER test protocols: screening versus diagnostic testing 



 

 Otoscopy 

 BAER test protocols: canine versus equine testing 

 Evaluating waveforms/peak picking and labeling waves 

 Interpreting test results for owners and breeders 

 Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) reporting 

 

 

Evaluation 
Grading for this course is S/U and is based on online discussion participation when 

discussions are posted/assigned and demonstration of skills which differ depending on whether 

the student is in the first or second semester of practicum experience. 

Grading for the first semester of ASLS 796 will be based on online discussion (20 points) 

and the following skills for a total of 100 points: 

1. otoscopy (5 points) 

2. instrumentation setup (20 points) 

3. electrode placement (15 points) 

4. obtain test results (20 points) 

5. interact with and counsel breeders/owners with faculty support and assistance (10 

points) 

6. provide written reports of test results (10 points) 

 

Grading for the second semester will be based on continued ability to demonstrate skills 

from prior semester (35 points) and the following skills for a total of 100 points: 

1. perform multiple restraint methods and determine most appropriate method in different 

situations (15 points) 

2. independent ability to interpret test results (20 points) 

3. professional and appropriate interaction with breeders/owners, including patient 

counseling, and with veterinarians (15 points) 

4. ability to independently provide written reports of test results (15 points) 

 

 Grading 

   70 – 100 % = Satisfactory  <70% = Unsatisfactory 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES 
 

Students with 

Disabilities 

Students who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged 

to contact the Disability Support Services (970) 351-2289 as soon as possible to 

better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 

Student Engagement Active participation is expected and encouraged throughout this course.  Active 

discussions that are both relevant and at times tangential to course content often 

make the learning experience richer and more meaningful.  Know that there are no 

‘dumb’ questions.  If you have a question, then chances are someone else has the 

same question.  Please ask! It can often be challenging to get students to feel like 

part of a “class environment” in an online learning situation.  We will incorporate 



 

class discussions throughout the course to get everyone “talking” and engaged as a 

group.  The learning environment is much richer when we can discuss and learn 

from each other. 

 

Time Commitment/Class  

 

 

This is a 2-credit graduate level course presented in hybrid mode: online with 

fieldwork. 

 

It is expected that students will spend a considerable amount of time preparing for 

hands-on sessions and participating in online discussions.  While not required, 

supplemental materials will be provided to help students develop a broader 

foundation of knowledge. You are encouraged to take advantage of the resources.   

Honor Code/Academic 

Integrity 

All members of the UNC community are entrusted with the responsibility to uphold 

and promote five fundamental values: Honesty, Trust, Respect, Fairness, and 

Responsibility. These core elements foster an atmosphere, inside and outside of the 

classroom, which serves as a foundation and guides the UNC community’s 

academic, professional, and personal growth. Endorsement of these core elements 

by students, faculty, staff, administration, and trustees strengthens the integrity of 

our academic climate. University policies and guidelines will be followed regarding 

academic integrity. For additional information, please see the Dean of Student’s 

website: http://www.unco.edu/dos/ 

 

Canvas and Bearmail  This course will use Canvas (https://unco.Canvas.com/).  The syllabus, required 

readings, and other course documents and information may be accessed via the 

course site.  Please check for Announcements on BB or via e-mail regularly 

throughout the term.  E-mail communications will be sent to your UNC bearmail 

account. You are responsible for checking Canvas and your UNC bearmail on a 

regular basis for up to date class information.  General support for students 

experiencing technical difficulties relating to Canvas can be obtained from the 

Technical Service Center at 970-351-4357 (i.e., password and log in problems and 

the UNC network status).  If you ever have a problem submitting something 

through Canvas, contacting technical support is the best way to get your problem 

solved.  Need some individual help? http://www.unco.edu/Canvas/student.html 

provides tutorials and step-by-step directions for everything you need to complete 

this course. 
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