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ELIT 630: Children’s Literature  
University of Northern Colorado 

Summer 2019 
Online Course  

 
Instructor: Dr. Lawrence, Associate Professor      
Email: jody.lawrence@unco.edu    Phone: 970-351-2317 

 
Goodreads invite: https://www.goodreads.com/group/invite/915962-graduate-

level-children-s-
literature?invite_token=OGI4YzM5OTUtODg5Yy00ZWNhLWE0MmEtNGQzNDZlNDF

hMWFi&utm_medium=email&utm_source=copypastegroup 
 

PASSWORD/CHALLENGE QUESTION: “LAWRENCE” 
Purpose 
What makes a person a lifelong reader? Each reader’s encounters with literature and 
other text will lead to both positive and negative experiences. Eventually these 
experiences bring people to a crossroads, where they decide whether they choose to 
read. Will adults meet young readers at these intersections, offering each reader a 
well-designed chance to become a lifelong reader? Or, will young learners merely pass 
through our institutions with their reader identities decided by chance? The purpose of 
this course is to prepare adults to recognize and map young people’s paths as readers, 
and to be ready to meet them at the crossroads of decision.  
 
Reading by choice gives people immense advantages in school, and in life, including 
measurable literacy outcomes such as vocabulary, comprehension, and interpretation. 
Successful readers develop reading into more than labor, discovering a self-extending 
source of fulfillment (Clay, 1991) – and life’s required texts are less intimidating to 
those who read by choice. Adults must know how to design access and opportunity for 
free reading in the institutions (e.g. home, school, library, business, workplace) where 
young people spend time. A UNC course in children’s literature equips adults to design 
these ideal environments for young people’s free choice reading, and to promote their 
engagement in literature. 
 
UNC Catalog Description 
ELIT 630. Considers locating and evaluating children, adolescent, and young adult 
literature, and methods of organizing, teaching, and evaluating a literature program. 
Examine issues such as censorship, multicultural literature, and style analysis. 
 
Specific Learning Outcomes 
Students who complete ELIT 630 can: 

A. Transform reader identities, using tools designed to optimize transactions with 
text. They can do this for young people and for themselves. In order to prepare 
for these outcomes, participants in the course will work on the following goals: 
1. Engage children’s literature texts widely. 

mailto:jody.lawrence@unco.edu
https://www.goodreads.com/group/invite/915962-graduate-level-children-s-literature?invite_token=OGI4YzM5OTUtODg5Yy00ZWNhLWE0MmEtNGQzNDZlNDFhMWFi&utm_medium=email&utm_source=copypastegroup
https://www.goodreads.com/group/invite/915962-graduate-level-children-s-literature?invite_token=OGI4YzM5OTUtODg5Yy00ZWNhLWE0MmEtNGQzNDZlNDFhMWFi&utm_medium=email&utm_source=copypastegroup
https://www.goodreads.com/group/invite/915962-graduate-level-children-s-literature?invite_token=OGI4YzM5OTUtODg5Yy00ZWNhLWE0MmEtNGQzNDZlNDFhMWFi&utm_medium=email&utm_source=copypastegroup
https://www.goodreads.com/group/invite/915962-graduate-level-children-s-literature?invite_token=OGI4YzM5OTUtODg5Yy00ZWNhLWE0MmEtNGQzNDZlNDFhMWFi&utm_medium=email&utm_source=copypastegroup
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a. Apply knowledge from research to select and read a broad list of 
titles in children’s lit. 

b. Create short-term and long-term agendas for their own free choice 
learning. 

2. Communicate with the professional community about the shaping of reader 
identities. 

a. Reconstruct and reflect on personal histories as readers; analyze 
theirs and others’ histories for trends and patterns; apply these 
trends and patterns to the paths young readers are taking. 

b. Apply tools and techniques from historic and current research to 
design educational settings. 

B. Lead K-12 students and educators to lifelong reading through assessment and 
teaching. In order to prepare for these outcomes, participants in the course will 
work on the following goals: 
1. Show the results of assessing and reaching for affective aspects of reading 

(attitudes, interests, and identity) 
2. Select and use classroom assessments for affective aspects of reading 

(attitude, interest, identity). 
3. Use data from affective assessment to plan reader access to high-interest 

reading material. 
4. Use data from students’ free choice reading to plan classroom libraries that 

foster ongoing extensive and intensive reading.  
 
General Course Requirements 
The University of Northern Colorado has established expectations of students. Students 
have the responsibility to: 
-Inquire about course requirements if they do not understand/are in doubt of them 
-Maintain the standards of academic performance established for the individual 
courses and for programs of study 
-Initiate an investigation if they believe academic rights have been violated 
-Learn the content of any course of study 
-Act in accordance with commonly accepted standards of academic conduct 
 
School of Teacher Education Charter Requirements 
-Students have the responsibility for their own learning, which includes knowing 
course expectations, and being prepared for class. Students enrolled in all STE classes 
are expected to: 
-Demonstrate professional integrity in classes and field experience settings 
-Know and follow the UNC student handbook, and the honor code 
-Use campus resources (e.g. library, writers’ lab, math lab, student technology center) 
-Recognize that the faculty member is the primary resource for questions regarding 
the course requirements, student expectations, and evaluation 
-Adhere to APA style, citation, ethical principles for research and writing 
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Disability Support Services  

Any student requesting disability accommodation for this class must inform the 

instructor giving appropriate notice. Students are encouraged to contact Disability 

Support Services at (970) 351-2289 to certify documentation of disability and to 

ensure appropriate accommodations are implemented in a timely manner.  

Sexual Misconduct/Title IX Statement  
The University of Northern Colorado prohibits and will not tolerate sexual misconduct 
or gender-based discrimination of any kind.  UNC is legally obligated to investigate 
sexual misconduct (including, but not limited to sexual assault, sexual harassment, 
stalking, and intimate partner violence).  If you disclose an incident of sexual 
misconduct to a faculty member, they have an obligation to report it to UNC’s Title IX 
Coordinator.  “Disclosure” may include communication in-person, via 
email/phone/text message, or through in/out of class assignments. 

If you wish to speak confidentially about an incident of sexual misconduct, please 
contact the UNC Counseling Center (970-351-2496) or the Assault Survivors Advocacy 
Program (970-351-4040). 
If you would like to learn more about sexual misconduct or report an incident, please 
visit www.unco.edu/sexualmisconduct 
 
Academic Integrity Statement  
You are expected to practice academic honesty in every aspect of this course.  Make 
sure you know and understand the pillars of the UNC Honor Code: Honesty, Trust, 
Responsibility, Respect, and Fairness. Become familiar the Student Code of Conduct, 
especially the section on acts of dishonesty.  Students who engage in academic 
misconduct are subject to grading consequences with regard to this course and/or 
university disciplinary procedures through the office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities. 

Equity and Inclusion Statement  
The University of Northern Colorado embraces the diversity of students, faculty, and 
staff, honors the inherent dignity of each individual, and welcomes their unique 
perspectives, behaviors, and worldviews. In this course, people of all races, religions, 
national origins, sexual orientations, ethnicities, genders and gender identities, 
cognitive, physical, and behavioral abilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, 
immigrant statuses, military or veteran statuses, size and/or shapes are strongly 
encouraged to share their rich array of perspectives and experiences. Course content 
and campus discussions will heighten your awareness to each other’s individual and 
intersecting identities. 

The Office of Student Rights & Responsibilities (located in Decker Hall) serves as 
resource to anyone seeking support or with questions about equity and inclusion at the 
University of Northern Colorado (UNC). If you are a witness to or experience acts of 

http://www.unco.edu/sexualmisconduct
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bias at UNC and would like to learn more about bias response or report a bias incident, 
please visit Bias Response at http://www.unco.edu/biasresponse/  

Diversity Statement 
The College of Education and Behavioral Sciences (CEBS) supports an inclusive 
learning environment where diversity and individual differences are understood, 
respected, appreciated and recognized as a source of strength. We expect that 
students, faculty and staff within CEBS will be accepting of differences and 
demonstrate diligence in understanding how other peoples’ perspectives, behaviors, 
and world views may be different from their own. Furthermore, as stated by UNC, “The 
University will not engage in unlawful discrimination in…educational services against 
any person because of race, religion, gender, age, national origin, disability, or veteran 
status. It is the University’s policy to prohibit discrimination in…educational services 
on the basis of sexual orientation or political affiliation 
 
Goodreads Group: Many of you have Goodreads accounts and I encourage you to 
join the group to “friend” each other (and me) so we can share book 
recommendations. The McClure book has excellent book lists, and you might want 
to mark some of these on Goodreads. If you don’t have a Goodreads account, you can 
sign up at goodreads.com and download the app as well.  
 
Required book(s) 
**McClure (2015). Teaching Children’s Literature in an Era of Standards. Pearson.  
 
Genre trade books – You do not need to buy these books – feel free to use the 
library, and/or listen to audio books (except graphic novel). If you’ve read all of the 
books and/or want to read something else, let me know. I’ll order a few of each for the 
UNC bookstore. For primary teachers, there are additional options listed under each 
category.  
 
*Additional readings, resources, websites, etc. will be posted under modules on Canvas. 
 
 
P = Primary M = upper elementary/middle school  H = 8th grade and up  
*Few of these books are primary appropriate – if you want to read pictures 
books for each genre (or have another suggestion), let me know. 
Graphic Novel (this is a format, not a genre)– choose 1 (these lists are 
suggested starting places) 
P: https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/graphic-novels-for-beginning-
readers/ 
 
M: https://medium.com/@katieishizukastephens/15-diverse-graphic-novels-
for-middle-grade-or-teen-readers-40486fac44c0 
 
H: http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2018/02/23/2018-great-graphic-

http://www.unco.edu/biasresponse/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/graphic-novels-for-beginning-readers/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/graphic-novels-for-beginning-readers/
https://medium.com/@katieishizukastephens/15-diverse-graphic-novels-for-middle-grade-or-teen-readers-40486fac44c0
https://medium.com/@katieishizukastephens/15-diverse-graphic-novels-for-middle-grade-or-teen-readers-40486fac44c0
http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2018/02/23/2018-great-graphic-novels-teens/
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novels-teens/ 
 
https://www.npr.org/2017/07/12/533862948/lets-get-graphic-100-
favorite-comics-and-graphic-novels 
 
Informational Text & Historical Fiction – choose 1 SET  

o Twelve days in May (Brimner) & Lies We Tell Ourselves (Talley) (H) – 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

o Bomb (Sheinkin) (M/H) & The Green Glass Sea (Klages) (M) – ATOMIC 
BOMB 

o The Called Themselves the KKK (Bartoletti) (M/H) & Stella By Starlight 
(Draper)(M/H) – KKK  

**If there is another set of books you want to read, let me know. One must be 
informational; one must be historical fiction about same time period. 
 
Diversity in Literature (week 4) – mental health, sexuality, etc. CHOOSE 1 

o (P): http://www.welcomingschools.org/pages/books-inclusive-of-
LGBTQ-family-members-and-characters/  Read at least 3 on the list 

o Finding Perfect (Swartz) – OCD (M) 
o Joey Pigza Loses Control (Gantos) (ADHD) (M)  
o Wintergirls (Anderson) – Anorexia (M/H) 
o George (Gino) – Transgender – (M) 
o On the Come Up (Thomas) – same author as “The Hate U Give” (H) – 

Poverty 
 
Cultural Diversity (week 5) 
P: https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists-and-
recommendations/life-experiences-values/multicultural-books-
preschoolers.html (read at least 3) 
 
Stef Soto, Taco Queen (Eisenhart) – (M) (Latinx) 
As Brave as You (Reynolds) – (M) (African & Africa American) 
The Sun is Also a Star (Yoon) – (M/H) – Jamaican 
Crazy Horse’s Girlfriend (Wurth) – (H) – Native American 
 
Science Fiction (week 6) OR Fantasy (Choose the genre more 
relevant/interesting to you) 
 
http://bestsciencefictionbooks.com/dystopian-science-fiction.php 
OR 
https://bookriot.com/2017/08/08/middle-grade-fantasy/ 
 
 
 
 

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2018/02/23/2018-great-graphic-novels-teens/
https://www.npr.org/2017/07/12/533862948/lets-get-graphic-100-favorite-comics-and-graphic-novels
https://www.npr.org/2017/07/12/533862948/lets-get-graphic-100-favorite-comics-and-graphic-novels
http://www.welcomingschools.org/pages/books-inclusive-of-LGBTQ-family-members-and-characters/
http://www.welcomingschools.org/pages/books-inclusive-of-LGBTQ-family-members-and-characters/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists-and-recommendations/life-experiences-values/multicultural-books-preschoolers.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists-and-recommendations/life-experiences-values/multicultural-books-preschoolers.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists-and-recommendations/life-experiences-values/multicultural-books-preschoolers.html
http://bestsciencefictionbooks.com/dystopian-science-fiction.php
https://bookriot.com/2017/08/08/middle-grade-fantasy/
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Specific Course Assignments (Addresses Standards: SLO A.1a,b; A.2a,b; SLO B1-
4) 
These are written assignments, either posted on Canvas or due in hard copy format, 
per the week (see syllabus). Descriptions are embedded within the calendar.  
Quick reference:                
Reading responses 10 x 6 60 
Final Project 40 
Total 100  
90-100% A   80-89% B  70-79% C 
60-69% D  below 69% = F 
 
Reading responses– These responses are based on a trade book we read for class, 
and on professional readings related to the book, as readers process and synthesize 
ideas through writing.  
 
For self-selected texts (e.g. graphic novel), provide the briefest of summary so as not 
to ruin the book, but to give us an idea of the context. 
 
For common reads – You do not need to include ANY summary – this is purely a 
reaction, and is used to spark discussion online.  
 
Self-study Ongoing Assignment: 
By week 2, I will ask you determine a topic that will improve yourself as a teacher or 
as a reader. Then, all of your work through the 6-week period will support this goal. 
You will post your idea on discussion board week 2 to garner suggestions.  
 
WHAT: What are you interested in studying? What are you hoping to 
discover/learn? 
 
WHY: How will this inform your teaching or impact your growth as a reader? 
 
WHERE: Where will you locate resources? Why will you choose these particular 
sources? (Children’s books, professional articles, etc.) 
 
WHO: Who will benefit from what you’ve learned? Why? 
 
HOW: How can you disseminate the information?  
 
You will read at least 3 peer-reviewed articles or 1 professional book to enhance 
your knowledge of the topic, as well as any relevant children’s books (picture of 
chapter). You will present a proposal on discussion board by Week 2 to garner ideas 
and suggestions. Your final presentation on Canvas will include: 
 
A presentation (in any format) that describes: 

o Rationale: What you studied and why you selected this topic 
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o Why you chose the resources you did (peer reviewed articles – 3) 
o What you learned (cite all resources using APA) – what was most 

surprising? Most interesting? Most impactful? 
o How this knowledge has impacted your teaching/reading self 
o Who would benefit from what you learned and how you will 

disseminate it 
o Your next step as a teacher of reading (how will you apply this 

knowledge?) 
 

Some potential ideas (anything goes): 
• Create a research project around a broad theme or topic that highlights an 

interpersonal issue, social justice concern, or an issue that has a direct 
connection to the lives of students, families, or the community (gender issues, 
cultural diversity, divorce, etc.). Read at least 3 books related to your topic.  

• You can choose to do an author or illustrator study if the author or 
illustrator has written 3 or more books that are connected thematically.  

• Compare and contrast books to the movies that were made from them. What 
are the similarities/differences? Why do you suppose there are such 
differences? 

•  It used to be thought that novels written for children or young adults had to 
follow a chronological plot or be told from one point of view. How have those 
theories changed over the years and why do you think they changed? What 
books were influential as examples of the new way?  

• Write about children's and young adult's books with ambiguous endings.  
• Write about tie-in products and their relationship to children's books (see 

Daniel Hade's "Storyselling" article in The Horn Book, September 2002. When 
did marketing toys and other items with books begin? Are books now just 
marketing devices? 

• Inspiring reluctant readers. 
• Parent/child book groups. 
• Describe the history of multiculturalism in children's literature. 
• Compare award-winning books over time. How have Newbery award (Links to 

an external site.) winners changed?  
• Study the history of the portrayal of a particular group such as women, 

Muslims, African Americans, Native Americans, Mexican Americans, children, 
the elderly, the disabled, GLBT (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgendered) etc., in 
20th century children's literature. 

• Changing formats: describe e-books, zines, computer games, audio books, and 
graphic novels as they relate to children's literature. Is listening to a book the 
same as reading it?  

• Study how a controversial topic (violence, sex education, homosexuality, self-
mutilation, drug use) has been treated in children's young adult literature.  

• Write a history of censorship as it applies to children's or young adult 
literature. Which subjects get censored? Do these change over time? 

• Compare the same fairy tale as told in different cultures. (Do not use 
Cinderella.) 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberymedal.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberymedal.cfm
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• How have biographies changed over the years? This topic should address the 
issues of fictionalized dialogue and picture book biographies.  

• Compare and contrast several different biographies of the same person: Marian 
Anderson, Ben Franklin, Robert Louis Stevenson, Eleanor Roosevelt, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Beatrix Potter, Woody Guthrie, J.K. Rowling, César Chávez, 
Mother Teresa.  

• Compare an autobiography to a biography of the same person.  
• How are mental health issues depicted in children's and young adult 

literature?  
• Compare books about bullying. How have these changed over the years?  
• Discuss the political views expressed or addressed through Dr. Seuss books. 
• Discuss the moral instruction found in children's literature. 
• Create a unit for another content area that integrates children’s literature 

significantly. 

*Weeks run Mon-Sun. Any changes will be announced via email and 
announcements. 

Dates Topic(s)  Assignments 
Week 1  
5/13 – 5/19 

Genres of children’s 
literature; trends in chi lit; 
where and how readers 
find books; children’s 
literature in the age of 
standards 

VIEW/READ  
o Materials under module 
o Chapters 1 in McClure 
o Chart on Book awards in McClure text page 

358-362. 
o View articles/websites 

DUE SUN @ Midnight 
o Reading Response #1 on Canvas – ** 
o Follow ** number of authors, book sites, 

etc.  
Week 2 
5/20 – 5/26 

Reader response & 
Graphic format - the rise 
of the graphic novel; 
finding high quality 
graphic novels; teaching 
kids to read GN; 
instructional implications 
for graphic novels 
(diverse issues in graphic 
novels) 

VIEW/READ  
o Skim/view articles & websites 
o Graphic novel of your choice 
o Chapter 2 McClure (Ch. 3 optional) – useful, 

but I know you have a lot to read this week. 
 

DUE SUN 
o Post on discussion board– final project 

topics idea(s) 
o Reading response #2 - Post on Canvas –

Include: elements the author/illustrator 
used, your experience reading graphic 
novel, etc. Relate your thoughts about 
graphic novel to the articles posted under 
week 2.  

Week 3 
5/27 – 6/2 

Literature in the content 
areas: pairing 

READ 
Informational and historical fiction book** 
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informational text with 
historical fiction  
 
How do we find high 
quality, engaging 
informational text? 

Skim any articles under week 3 
Skim chapters 8 & 10 McClure 
 
DUE SUN 
 

o Reading response #3 on Canvas: Review 
both the historical fiction book & 
informational text of your choice from 
above: What did you already know about 
this time period? What kind of schema did 
you build before reading? During reading? 
After reading? Discuss your like/dislike of 
the book and if it made you want to learn 
more about the time period or not. You 
may post one response for the combined 
books. 

Week 4 
6/3 – 6/9 

Diversity in literature 
 
LGBTQ, mental illness, 
sexuality, violence, non- 
binary lifestyles, 
substance abuse, etc. 
 

READ 
Ch. 9 McClure 
Book choice from above  
 
DUE 

o Reading Response 4 on Canvas 

Week 5 
6/10 – 6/16 
 

Cultural diversity: 
representing cultures 
accurately 

READ 
o Choice of cultural diversity books (see 

above) 
o Articles posted under week 5 
o Book choice from above 

 
DUE SUN 

o Reading Response #5 -  
Week 6 
6/17 – 6/23 

Science fiction OR 
traditional fantasy 

READ 
o Traditional Fantasy or Science Fiction book 

(can be dystopian or not) 
o Ch. 7 McClure 

 
DUE SUN 

o Choice book 
o Reading response #6 
o Final project due on Canvas 

 

Course objective 
(Based on 

Reading 
Teacher 

Elementary 
Endorsement 

Teacher 
Quality 

Evidence/course topic 
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International Reading 
Association) 

Standards Standards Standards 

1.5 Perceive reading as 
the process of 
constructing meaning 
through the interaction 
of the reader’s existing 
knowledge, the 
information suggested 
by the written language, 
and the context of the 
reading situation.  

10.03(b) 
10.03(e) 
10.03(2)  

8.02(5) (c, g,) 
8.02(10)(f) 
8.02(12)(a, b, 
c) 

5.01(f) 
5.02(b) 

Online discussions, 
course readings, reading 
responses, final project. 

2.12 Know classic and 
contemporary children’s 
and young adults’ 
literature, and easy 
reading fiction, and non-
fiction for adults at 
appropriate levels. 

10.03(1)(c, e), 
10.03(2), 
10.03(3) 

8.02(5)(c) 
8.02(10)(f) 
8.02(12)(b) 

5.01(f) 
5.02(b) 

Reading various genres, 
reading responses, book 
talk, online discussions, , 
final projects. 

5.1 Create a literature 
environment that fosters 
interest and growth in 
all aspects of literacy. 

10.03(1)(b, c, e) 
10.03(2, 3) 

8.02(5)(g) 
8.02(10)(f) 

5.01(f) 
5.02(b) 

Reading assignments, 
reading responses, 
online discussion, final 
projects. 

5.2 Use texts and trade 
books to stimulate 
interest, promote 
reading growth, foster 
appreciation for the 
written word, and 
increase the motivation 
of learners to read 
widely and 
independently, for 
information, pleasure, 
and growth.  

10.03(1)(b, c, e) 
10.03(2) 

8.02(10)(f) 
8.02(12)(b) 

5.01(f) 
5.02(b) 

Reading different genres 
of trade books, reading 
responses, online 
discussions, final 
projects. 

5.4 Provide 
opportunities for 
learners to select from a 
variety of written 
materials, to read 
extended texts, and to 
read for many authentic 
purposes.  

10.03(1)(b, c, e) 
10.03(2) 

8.02(10)(f) 
8.02(12)(b) 

5.01(f) 
5.02(b) 

Reading different genres 
of trade books, class 
readings, online 
discussions, 
participation in readers’ 
workshop, book talks. 

2.6 Understand that 
students need 

10.03(1) 
10.03(2) 

8.02(5)(c, g) 
8.02(12)(c) 

5.01(f) Course readings, online 
discussions, responses to 
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opportunities to 
integrate their use of 
literacy through reading, 
writing, listening, 
speaking, and viewing.  

trade books, 
book talks, final projects. 

5.5. Provide 
opportunities for 
creative and personal 
responses to literature 
including storytelling.  

10.03(1)(c, e) 
10.03(2) 

8.02(5)(c, g) 
 

5.01(f), 
5.02(b) 

Course readings, online 
discussions, response to 
trade books, 
participation in reading 
workshop, final projects, 
online discussion of 
reluctant readers, book 
talks. 

8.1 Provide 
opportunities to locate 
and use a variety of 
print, non-print, and 
electronic reference 
sources.  

10.03(1)(e) 8.02(9)(c) 5.04(b) Trade books, online 
discussions, final project, 
course readings. 

 


