
ENG 536  Teaching Immigrant Literature 
3 credits 
6 weeks, on-line 
 
A. Course description:  Course will expand on undergraduate literary and critical training to examine 
three theoretically informed approaches to teaching US Immigrant literature.   
 
B. Pre-requisites: None 
 
C. Relationship of this Course to the Program Knowledge Base 
 
On completion of the MAT in EED, graduates will be prepared to: 

• Link language development and literacy acquisition to English teaching and curriculum 
development 

• Implement new developments in teaching English to secondary students, including but not 
limited to leaner-centered pedagogies, multimodal literacy and multimodal pedagogy, inquiry 
based curriculum 

• Implement strategies for adapting English instruction to meet the needs of individual students 
including students with disabilities and culturally and linguistically diverse students. 

• Conduct classroom-based research designed to improve such areas as course curriculum/ 
content, pedagogical practices, student learning, and assessment, etc. 

• Implement ELA content in more meaningful ways, especially in terms of students' cognition and 
motivation, in terms or their own ability to differentiate classroom instruction, and through 
incorporating evidence-based and cutting-edge pedagogies and technologies.  

 
D. Any Professional Standards or Related Met by This Course 
The MAT in EED affords students an opportunity to meet the HLC requirements for qualifications to 
teach dual enrollment courses. (With the exception noted in the bullet immediately following, faculty 
teaching in undergraduate programs should hold a degree at least one level above that of the program 
in which they are teaching. If a faculty member holds a master’s degree or higher in a discipline other 
than that in which he or she is teaching, that faculty member should have completed a minimum of 18 
graduate credit hours in the discipline in which he or she is teaching.) 
 
E. Course Goals and Objectives (SLOs) 

1. Participants will be prepared to explain their interpretation of the assigned reading and any 
supplementary material. 

2. Participants will demonstrate proficiency speaking and working in a multi-media format. 
3. Participants will demonstrate proficiency interpreting and applying theoretical and historical 

approaches to the assigned literature.  
4. Participants will demonstrate the ability to produce concise analytical writing. 
5. Participants will demonstrate the ability to produce coherent literary and critical research. 
6. Participants will demonstrate the ability to produce an extended research project through 

careful revision. 
 
F. Content of the Course 
 
Course Activities 
 



Each two-week section will begin with a historical overview followed by reading and discussing 
theoretical approaches to the topic and assigned readings.  During each two-week section we will focus 
on one novel that is either already commonly taught in high school or is suitable for high school teaching 
(I hope).  We will also explore some short stories and one drama in order to broaden our discussion and 
to provide additional resources.  Discussion group requirements and processes are described below; the 
majority of our work, and a great majority of the overall course grade, will be through the Discussion 
Board.  We will have four writing assignments, also described below.  If students have any questions, 
please ask them as soon as possible so that I may clear up any confusion.   
 
(Please note that the theoretical texts listed below will likely change, depending on how our discussions 
develop and in response to student interest and need.  I will post the relevant theoretical essays on the 
Canvas site and will include links to the files in the Discussion Board.) 
Weeks 1&2: Consent and Descent 
Texts: 
Yezierska, Anzia.  Bread Givers. (novel) 
Hwang, Henry David.  FOB. (play) 
Sollors, Werner.  (theory) 
Various websites for Historical background 
 
Assessment: 
Discussion Board (SLO 1,2,3,4) 
Unit Plan (SLO 1,3,4,5) 
 
Weeks 3&4: Nativism and National Origins 
Texts: 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  The Great Gatsby (novel) 
Short stories from Ilan Stavans’s Becoming American: Four Centuries of Immigrant Writing 
Walter Benn Michaels and Gustavo Perez Firmat. (theory) 
Immigrant Act of 1917 and Johnson Reed Act of 1924 for Historical Background  
 
Assessment: 
Discussion Board (SLO 1,2,3,4) 
Seminar Project Abstract (SLO 1,3,4,5) 
 
Weeks 5&6: Blood, Race, Migration 
Texts: 
Erdrich, Louise.  The Master Butcher’s Singing Club (novel) 
Short stories from Michelle Serros’s Chicana Falsa and Other Stories of Death, Identity, and Oxnard 
Thomas Ferraro and Toni Morrison (theory) 
 
Assessment: 
Discussion Board (SLO 1,2,3,4) 
Final Discussion Portfolio (SLO 1,3,4,6) 
Seminar Paper (SLO 1,3,4,5,6) 
 
 
G. Course Requirements 
Discussion Responses 



You will have two required Discussion Board forums to post within per week (for a total of 12 forums). 
One will be available Monday and the second will be available Wednesday. Post in each forum, 
addressing its specific questions and areas of interrogation throughout the week and as many times as 
you like. Comment on at least 3 of your classmates' posts per forum by Sunday at 11:59pm, at which 
time the boards for that week will close. Each forum will be assessed for clarity of thought and prose; 
discussions will fuel your unit plans and your final seminar project. Your parent posts should be at least 
300 words, but can be longer. Your responses to classmates should be attentive to their content and as 
long as you need. Remember to proofread your posts before clicking submit, especially if you are writing 
on your phone!  
 
Final Discussion Portfolio 
At the end of the semester, you will select 10 of your Canvas Discussion Responses that you believe best 
reflect who you are as a thinker about teaching and learning. You will copy these posts and craft a 1000-
word (minimum) reflection essay that explains how these particular posts reflect who you are as 
teachers and learners.  
 
Unit Plan  
A unit plan offers a snapshot of your teaching of a unit composed of multiple texts. For this assignment 
you will develop a four- to six-week unit that must include no fewer than three and no more than five 
works. The skills must come from the Colorado Academic Standards, and the activities must be relevant 
to the texts/topic you are teaching. For three of the lessons, you must include a fully developed learning 
plan using the model I provide or a format required/preferred by your school. 
 
Seminar Project Abstract 
Describe in 200-300 words precisely what your Seminar Paper will be about.  Concisely state which texts 
you have chosen and the most important points of your argument.  Be sure to state what is at stake in 
your work, what are you building/creating, in other words.   
 
Seminar Paper 
Building on our work with biography and contexts, your seminar paper will develop a rigorously 
researched reading of two to three of the texts from your unit plan. You will make a sustained 
pedagogical and critical argument suitable for presentation at a conference or to be developed for 
future publication. Consider the audience of your paper to be other instructors and that your insights 
will be beneficial to their own teaching. (15-20 pages not including the bibliography) 
 
1. 12 Discussions (36%) 
2. Discussion Portfolio (12%) 
3. Unit Plan (12%) 
4. Seminar Project Abstract (10%) 
4. Seminar Paper (30%)   
 
Paper Requirements: 
All writing assignments must be in MLA format and double-spaced.  If you do not use MLA format, then I 
will deduct one letter grade from your overall score for the assignment.   
 
 
H.  Grading Requirement 
This course relies on the University's +/- grade point system. 



 
Method of Evaluation 
Letter grades, A-F:   
100-93 A, 92-90 A-, 89-87 B+, 86-83 B, 82-80 B-, 79-77 C+, 76-73 C, 72-70 C-, 69-67 D+, 66-63 D, 62-60 D-
, 59>F.  Grades are available on the Canvas supplement for this course.  Please contact me if you have 
any questions. 
 
I. Late Policy – Late work will receive a 5% penalty per day. If you know you will miss a substantial 
deadline, please contact me to discuss.  
 
J. Required Readings 
Erdrich, Louise.  The Master Butcher’s Singing Club  
Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  The Great Gatsby 
Stavans, Ilan, ed.  Becoming Americans: Immigrants Tell Their Stories from Jamestown to Today.  ISBN: 
978-1598532906 
Hwang, Henry David.  FOB and The House of Sleeping Beauties.  ISBN: 978-0822204138 
Yezierska, Anzia.  Bread Givers 
 
K. Other Readings, but not required (we only have six weeks after all) 
Cahan, Abraham.  The Rise of David Levinski 
De Roda, Tina.  Paper Fish  
Fante, John.  Wait Until Spring, Bandini 
Guerrero, Lauria Ann.  A Tongue in the Mouth of the Dying  
Hemingway, Ernest.  A Farewell to Arms 
Malamud, Bernard.  The Assistant  
Marshall, Paule.  Brown Girl, Brownstones  
Puzo, Mario.  The Godfather  
Rolvaag, Ole Edvart.  Giants in the Earth 
 
 
L. Accommodations Statement 
Students who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the 

Disability Support Services, voice/TTY (970) 351-2289, or fax (970) 351-4166, or visit www.unco.edu/dss 

as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 

 
M. Academic Honesty 
Students are required to follow guidelines related to academic honesty as outlined in the student 
handbook, available at http://www.unco.edu/dos/docs/StudentHandbook.pdf. Also see guidance 
related to plagiarism at http://www.unco.edu/dos/student_plagiarism.html. 
 
 
N. Inclusivity Statement 

The College of Education and Behavioral Sciences (CEBS) supports an inclusive learning 
environment where diversity and individual differences are understood, respected, appreciated, 
and recognized as a source of strength. We expect that students, faculty, administrators and 
staff within CEBS will respect differences and demonstrate diligence in understanding how other 
peoples’ perspectives, behaviors, and worldviews may be different from their own. 



 
Que le vaya bien. 
 
 
 


