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Sociology 100: Principles of Sociology 
 

“There is no such thing as doing nothing. There is no such thing as neutral or 

uninvolved. At every moment, social life involves all of us.” — Allan G. Johnson 

 

 

 

Course Description 
 

Overview of basic theories, methods, concepts and issues central to the discipline of sociology. 

Examine the relationship between social behavior and society. (LAC, gtP)  

 

Through class interaction, course materials, and assignments, we will explore how our own 

viewpoints of society are influenced by our places in society. Students will learn to use the 

sociological imagination and consider different ways of understanding the world around them 

through the major theoretical paradigms in the field. 

 

 

 

Objectives and Learning Outcomes 
 

 

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

1. Build Self-Awareness: Demonstrate how one’s own attitudes, behaviors, or beliefs 

compare or relate to those of other individuals, groups, communities, or cultures.  

2. Examine Perspectives: Examine diverse perspectives when investigating social and 

behavioral topics within natural or human systems.  

3. Address Diversity: Make connections between the worldviews, power structures, and 

experiences of individuals, groups, communities, or cultures, in historical or 

contemporary contexts.  

4. Critical Thinking: Demonstrate the ability to ask research questions, judge the quality of 

research sources, and/or use information to explain an issue or argument. 

5. Apply sociological theory to current social issues. 

6. Apply the sociological imagination in exploring social behavior. 
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Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways Content and Competency Criteria 
 

The Colorado Commission on Higher Education has approved SOC 100 Principles of Sociology 

for inclusion in the Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways program in the GT-SS3 category, 

Human Behavior, Culture, or Social Frameworks.  For transferring students, successful 

completion with a minimum C‒ grade guarantees transfer and application of credit in this GT 

Pathways category.  For more information on the GT Pathways program, go to  

http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtpathways/curriculum.html   

 

 

Required Readings 
 

Korgen, Kathleen and Atkinson, Maxine. 2019. Sociology in Action. 1st Edition. Sage. ISBN: 

9781506345901 

You may use the e-book or the paperback. There is a copy of the book on 2 hour reserve 

in Michener Library if you would rather check the book out than rent or purchase. If you 

use the library copy, you must stay in Michener (they will not let you leave with it.)   

 

 

 

Course Etiquette 
 

 

All members of the University of Northern Colorado community are entrusted with the 

responsibility to uphold and promote five fundamental values: Honesty, Trust, Respect, Fairness, 

and Responsibility. These core elements foster an atmosphere, inside and outside of the 

classroom, which serves as a foundation and guides the UNC community's academic, 

professional, and personal growth. Endorsement of these core elements by students, faculty, 

staff, administration, and trustees strengthens the integrity and value of our academic climate.  

UNC'S Policies  

 

UNC's policies and recommendations for academic misconduct will be followed. For additional 

information, please see the Student Code of Conduct.    

 

Late work is not accepted. Anything that is turned in after the posted deadline (on the 

assignment and on Canvas) will lose points. The following points will be deducted from the late 

assignment’s final grade.  
 

1-2 days late  -5 points  

3 days late  -10 points  

4 days late  -15 points  

5 or more days late is an automatic 0 on the assignment.  
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Assessment 
 

Open Book Quizzes (6)      30%    300 points  
Doing Sociology Assignments (3) 40%    400 points  
Discussion Posts (3)   30%      300 points  
Total Points                      100%                     1000 points  

 
 

Quizzes 

 

You will have a short reading quiz each week. Quizzes are online, open book, open note, and 

timed for 60 minutes. You will be allowed to take the quiz two times. Your best score will be 

recorded. Each quiz is worth 50 points.    

 

Doing Sociology Activities (Assignments) 

 

You will complete 3 hands-on activities designed to engage you in the learning process. More 

details can be found on Canvas and the course schedule.  

Activity 1: Impression Management on Social Media 

Activity 2: Surviving in the Economy 

Activity 3: Calculating your Ecological Footprint 

  

Discussion Posts 

 

You will be asked to engage with discussion/reflection questions 3 times this summer. I will post 

2 possible discussion questions to respond to. You may choose either one (not both.) You must 

respond the question thoughtfully by engaging with content from the course in at least 400 

words.  You must also respond (at least one paragraph) to a fellow classmate. More details can 

be found on Canvas.   

 

 

University Policies and Resources  

 

 
Students with Other Needs 

 

Disability Resources: If you have other academic, evaluation, testing or assessment needs 

please discuss them with me. It is the policy and practice of the University of Northern Colorado 

to create inclusive learning environments.  If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this 

course that present challenges to your inclusion or to an accurate assessment of your 

achievement (e.g. time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, use of videos without captions), 

please communicate this with me and contact Disability Support Services (DSS) to request 

accommodations.  Office: (970) 351-2289, Michener Library L-80. Students can learn more 

about the accommodation process here.  https://www.unco.edu/disability-support-services/  All 

contacts with DSS personnel are held in strictest confidence and information is released only 

https://www.unco.edu/disability-support-services/


with the student’s permission. Students with disabilities should contact the appropriate 

coordinator to initiate receipt of services. It is the responsibility of the student to provide updated 

documentation regarding his/her disability from the diagnosing professional before services can 

be provided. Please check http://www.unco.edu/dss/aboutDSS.html  for more details. 

 

 

Academic Misconduct 

 

I follow the University of Northern Colorado’s rules for academic integrity and misconduct. This 

includes adhering to the honor code and university policies regarding student conduct 

(Plagiarism, Cheating, Fabrication). For additional information, please see the Dean of Student’s 

website, Student Handbook link http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/index.html  

 

Sexual Misconduct/Title IX 

 

The University of Northern Colorado prohibits and will not tolerate sexual misconduct or 

gender-based discrimination of any kind.  UNC is legally obligated to investigate sexual 

misconduct (including, but not limited to sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, and 

intimate partner violence).  If you disclose an incident of sexual misconduct to a faculty member, 

they have an obligation to report it to UNC’s Title IX Coordinator.  “Disclosure” may include 

communication in-person, via email/phone/text message, or through in/out of class assignments.  

If you wish to speak confidentially about an incident of sexual misconduct, please contact the 

UNC Counseling Center (970-351-2496) or the Assault Survivors Advocacy Program (970-351-

4040). If you would like to learn more about sexual misconduct or report an incident, please 

visit www.unco.edu/sexualmisconduct 

Equity and Inclusion 

 

The University of Northern Colorado embraces the diversity of students, faculty, and staff, 

honors the inherent dignity of each individual, and welcomes their unique perspectives, 

behaviors, and worldviews. In this course, people of all races, religions, national origins, sexual 

orientations, ethnicities, genders and gender identities, cognitive, physical, and behavioral 

abilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, immigrant statuses, military or veteran statuses, 

size and/or shapes are strongly encouraged to share their rich array of perspectives and 

experiences. Course content and campus discussions will heighten your awareness to each 

other’s individual and intersecting identities.  

The Office of Student Rights & Responsibilities (located in Decker Hall) serves as resource to 

anyone seeking support or with questions about equity and inclusion at the University of 

Northern Colorado (UNC). If you are a witness to or experience acts of bias at UNC and would 

like to learn more about bias response or report a bias incident, please visit Bias Response 

at http://www.unco.edu/biasresponse

http://www.unco.edu/dss/aboutDSS.html
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Class Schedule    Soc 100    Summer 2019 

Online 
Week Topic Readings  Assignments Due 

 
1 

6/24 – 6/28 

Training Your 
Sociological Eye 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 1 
 
Sociology in Focus: http://sociologyinfocus.com/2017/06/understanding-the-
sociological-imagination/ 

 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5U_UuX7Jp8 
 

 
 
Reading Quiz 1 Ch (1-2)  
Due Sunday 6/30 by midnight 
 
 
Discussion Post 1 Due 6/28 

Theory  

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 2 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2017/08/monuments-symbols-words-and-
meaning-making/  
 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NugRZGDbPFU  
  

2 
7/1-7/5 

Culture 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 4 
 
Sociology in Focus: http://sociologyinfocus.com/2012/02/hegemony-the-
haves-and-soon-to-haves/ 
 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUzj_qIts98  
 

 
 
Reading Quiz 2 (Ch 4-5) 
Due Sunday 7/7 by midnight 
 
 
 
Doing Sociology Assignment 1 Due 
(DS 5.4) 
Due 7/7 by midnight 

Socialization 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 5 
 
Sociology in Focus:  
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2017/06/you-are-not-yourself-you-never-have-
been/  
 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKqKsXdokCM  
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3 
7/8-7/12 

Deviant Behavior 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 6 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2016/05/the-name-game-ex-offenders-and-
labeling-theory/  
 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgso3Y-l0h8  

 
 
Reading Quiz 3 (Ch 6-7) 
Due Sunday 7/14 by midnight 
 
 
 
Discussion Post 2 Due 7/12 

Economic Inequality 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 7 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2017/05/eviction-and-the-american-dream/  
 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPKKQnijnsM  

4 
7/15-7/19 

Gender 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 8 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2017/02/chick-tattoos-gender-performance/  
 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sHBAVjahp8  

 
 
Reading Quiz 4 (Ch 8-9) 
Due Sunday 7/21 by midnight 
 
 
 
Doing Sociology Assignment 2 Due 
(7.4) 
Due 7/21 by midnight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Race 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 9 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2015/10/the-racialized-panopticon-theres-an-
app-for-that/  
 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MYHBrJIIFU  
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5 
7/22-7/26 

Families 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 10 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2016/05/coercive-control-and-intimate-partner-
violence/  
 
Video: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwtb7jz8G4k  

 
 
Reading Quiz 5 (Ch 10-12) 
Due Sunday 7/28 by midnight 
 
 
 
Discussion Post 3 Due 7/26 

Education + Religion 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 11 and 12 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2016/10/going-back-to-school-what-for/  
 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OadZpUJv8Eg  
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2013/02/advertisers-needed-a-hero-so-god-
made-a-farmer/  

6 
7/29 – 8/2 

Environment  

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 13 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2017/04/stop-ignoring-the-large-mammal-in-the-
room-climate-denial/  

 
 
Reading Quiz 6 (Ch 13-14) 
Due Sunday 8/4 by midnight 
 
 
 
Doing Sociology Assignment 3 Due 
(13.1) 
 Due 8/3 by midnight 

Social Movements 

Korgen Atkinson, Sociology in Action, Chapter 14 
 
Sociology in Focus: 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2011/11/social-movements-and-state-violence/  
 
Video: 
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000001204421/the-role-of-
youth.html  
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