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“When you know better, you do better.” Maya Angelou 

University of Northern Colorado 

SOC 120-Issues in the Family-Summer 2019 (Online) 

Instructor: Sandra Harmon 

Course Dates: June 24 to August 2 

 

Email:Sandra.harmon@unco.edu   Phone: 970-351-2307 

Office: CAND 2285D   Office Hours: By Appointment Only 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course fulfills three required credits for the Bachelor of Arts in 

Sociology. This is the foundational course for the Family Studies concentration and also counts towards 

(LAC 5c, gtP). In this class, student survey the characteristics, issues and problems of the family as a 

social institution. Topics discussed include: marital satisfaction, conflict, mate selection, alternatives and 

social change. 

 

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIAL: Most readings are located in the textbook listed below. There is 

also supplemental material is available online on Canvas.  

 

Required text: Seccombe, Karen. 2015. Exploring Marriages and Families, 2nd edition. New York: 

Pearson Higher Education.   

 

**The electronic or hard copy textbook versions are acceptable.  You can get a more expensive version 

that has MyFamilyLab which offers online reviews, practice tests and so on.  MyFamilyLab is NOT 

required for this course, but some of you may find it helpful and worth the extra cost.   

 

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs): Upon completion of this course, students 

should be able to: 

 

1) Build Self-Awareness: Demonstrate how one’s own attitudes, behaviors, or beliefs compare or relate to 

those of other individuals, groups, communities, or cultures. (LAC Area 5b SLO) 

2) Examine Perspectives: Examine diverse perspectives when investigating social and behavioral topics 

within natural or human systems. (LAC Area 5c SLO) 

3) Address Diversity: Make connections between the worldviews, power structures, and experiences of 

individuals, groups, communities, or cultures, in historical or contemporary contexts. (LAC Area 5c SLO) 

4) Critical Thinking: Demonstrate the ability to ask research questions, judge the quality of research 

sources, and/or use information to explain an issue or argument. (LAC Area 5c SLO) 

 

Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways Content and Competency Criteria 

The Colorado Commission on Higher Education has approved SOC 120-Introduction to the Family for 

inclusion in the Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways program in the GT-SS3 category, Human Behavior, 

Culture, or Social Frameworks. For transferring students, successful completion with a minimum C‒ 

grade guarantees transfer and application of credit in this GT Pathways category. For more information on 

the GT Pathways program, go to 

http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtpathways/curriculum.html 
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This course fulfills the GT Pathways Content criteria and Competencies and Student Learning Outcomes 

for Human Behavior, Culture, or Social Frameworks (GT-SS3). Students who successfully complete a 

GT Pathways Human Behavior, Culture, or Social Frameworks course should be able to: 

1) Develop knowledge of human behavior, including learning, cognition, and human development or 

cultural or social frameworks/theories that explore and compare issues and characteristics of individuals, 

groups, communities, or cultures. 

2) Use tools, approaches, and skills from the Social & Behavioral Sciences to analyze and interpret issues. 

3) Understand diverse perspectives and groups. 

4) Demonstrate competency in critical thinking. 

5) Demonstrate diversity and global learning. 

 

GRADED ELEMENTS 

 

Discussions (100 points total): Students will regularly participate in class discussions and/or in-class 

assignments to fulfill SLOs 1-5 (see Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways Content and Competency 

Criteria above). Since a large portion of the material for this course will be covered in class, the success 

or failure of any class hinges to a large extent on the combination of the participants and their preparation 

and enthusiasm. Students are assigned 4 discussion assignments. Each original discussion post is worth 

12 points. Each set of response posts (2 responses each Discussion Assignment) is worth 8 points. 

Discussion Posts for will be due on a Wednesday at 11:59 pm.  Responses will be due on a Friday at 

11:59 pm. Each original discussion post must be 2 paragraphs, 10-12 sentences each, have less than 2 

grammar or spelling errors,  and include 2 citations of course material. Each response must be one 

paragraph, 8-10 sentences each, contain less than 2 grammar or spelling errors, and  include one citation 

of course material. Rubrics for discussions and responses are available on Canvas. 

 

The purpose of discussions in this course is for students to apply the course material, communicate ideas 

and thoughts with other students and the instructor, and critically analyze issues in the family. You are 

expected to ground your posts in the content of the course, using concepts and evidence to support your 

arguments. Please feel free to bring in appropriate outside resources into the discussions (images, 

research, or newspaper articles).  To benefit the most from the discussions, it is important that you keep 

the following guidelines in mind: 

• Participate regularly in the class discussions 

• Take time to organize your thoughts before posting 

• Engage directly with the ideas of other participants 

• Discussion Posts must offer more than “I agree;” you must add something substantive to the 

conversation. 

• Revise your discussions and replies. I do check grammar and spelling errors. 

 

Exams (200 points total): Students will complete scheduled quizzes or exams, which assess students’ 

ability to critically and sociologically examine the sociological approaches to study the family. Quizzes 

and Exams cover the module readings, lectures, supplementary material and could include multiple 

choice, true-false, and/or essay style questions. These assessments will fulfill SLOs 3-5 (see Guaranteed 

Transfer (GT) Pathways Content and Competency Criteria above). Students will complete 2 exams in this 

course, each worth 100 points. The Exams will week 3 (Midterm Exam on Modules 1-3) and Week 6 
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(Final Exam on Modules 4-6). Exam dates are listed online in the course schedule, but are subject to 

change.  

 

Reflection Papers (worth 100 points total): These short written assignments fulfill SLOs 1-5 (see 

Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways Content and Competency Criteria above). Reflections will require 

students to apply the sociological imagination and critically thinking to evaluate the related family issue 

discussed in the course. Students will receive an assignment prompt two times during the semester, each 

relevant to course material and students have a week to complete the written  assignment using course 

materials, online resources, and supplementary materials to support their reflection claims in a succinct 

1.5 to 2 page, 3 paragraph reflection.  

ASA Style:  In this course, we are practicing scholars, and I expect students to cite course material and 

outside sources appropriately, using ASA citation guidelines in all term papers and reflection papers, but 

not exams. (please see ASA formatting guidelines on Canvas).  

 

Extra Credit: Instructor will not provide extra credit for this course. Please do not ask for extra credit. 

My answer will be NO every time.  

 

GRADING POLICY 

 

Students will be assessed on the content and competency criteria through a combination of assignments. 

Course Grade Distribution is as follows:  

 

Course grades are comprised of: 

Midterm Exam     100 points  25% 

Final Exam     100 points  25%     

Discussions (4)     25 points each    25% 

Reflections (2)     100 points  25% 

      Total   400  100% 

Grading Scale 

90-100%=A   

80-89% =B  

70-79% =C  

60-69% =D 

59% and lower=F 

 

ASA Style:  In this course, we are practicing scholars, and I expect students to cite course material and 

outside sources appropriately, using ASA citation guidelines in all discussion posts (please see ASA 

formatting guidelines on Canvas). Students do not have to provide a reference list if they use course 

materials, only the author and year. However, please provide a full reference for outside materials so that 

the instructor and other students can find the original source. 

 

Extra Credit: Instructor will not provide extra credit for this course. Please do not ask for extra credit. 

My answer will be NO every time.  
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Late Assignments and Exams: I will not except late Assignments or Exams unless you have a 

university approved absence do not accept late assignments or exams unless student has an excused 

absence. If you have an excused absence, and you missed an in-class assignment, reflection, term paper 

or exam and want to earn credit, you must first look on Canvas where I will post all in-class 

assignments and any accompanying material to find the assignment instructions and if needed, ask a 

fellow classmate for any clarifications on instructions. If after you look in Canvas and talk to at least 

one classmate and still have questions, you can discuss the assignment with the teaching assistant or 

instructor. In other words, did I miss anything the day I was absent. I will say yes, and tell you to re-

read the late assignment policy in the syllabus. For excused absences, the late assignment will be due 

the next class meeting time after you return. For example, if you missed an in-class assignment on 

Tuesday and return Thursday, your assignment will be due the following Tuesday (no excuses). 

 
Email and Canvas Announcements: Please check your UNCO Bearmail and Canvas announcements 

frequently in this class. I regularly communicate by email and announcements each week about 

upcoming material, assignments, and course procedures. Furthermore, I check my email throughout the 

day during the weekdays (Monday –Friday). If you need to discuss any questions or concerns about the 

class, please email me if you cannot visit me during office hours. I will return your email within 24 

hours, unless it is the weekend. Please allow for a 48-hour response on the weekend. 

 
**Please make sure that your email communication with the instructor or other students includes a subject 

line and states your purpose and/or question (s) clearly. Keep in mind proper netiquette rules: proofread 

your email, stay concise, and watch your tone. Appropriate and respectful email communication is part 

of the professional rubric criteria. 

 
Canvas: Besides meeting in a physical class location, this class will utilize the university provided 

online learning management, Canvas. The syllabus, rubrics, course assignments’ guidelines, 

supplemental readings, grades, online discussions, and class calendar can be accessed at this site. You 

can access Canvas by typing http://www.unco.edu/Canvas into your web browser. Then type in your 

Bear username and password and choose the course, SOC-120 (001) Spring 2019, to access this 

course’s Canvas Page.  

 

Canvas has information about how to make sure your computer is compatible for the course, so go to 

the Canvas home page for this information (http://www.unco.edu/Canvas). If you have difficulties or 

questions about the technology, please call the helpline shown below. Students are responsible for 

making sure that their computers are compatible with the Canvas system. I recommend that each 

student who is not taking the course on UNC campus computers contact our helpline before class 

begins, to discuss compatibility with a technician. Please make sure yours is compatible, because 

computer crashes, etc. will not be an acceptable reason for late or missed work. The helpline number is 

(970) 351-4357. 

 
You should have Microsoft Word, or Word-convertible WordPerfect, in order to upload projects that I 

can download and open. If you don't have MS Word, be sure to save anything you send with either an 

.rtf or .doc file extension, as some other programs will download this way. Please don't use Microsoft 

Works for word processing as it will not open on my computer (this program comes with new PCs as a 

free program), and don’t upload documents that have been saved in any of the Web formats either. Our 

UNC computers now have MS 2007 installed, so I can open Microsoft Word 2007, as well as earlier 

versions of Word. Please note I use track changes and provide extensive comments on your 

assignments. PDF papers do not receive as thorough feedback as a Word Compatible Doc. 

 
PowerPoint is not required but will make some of the course material run better. If you have MS Office 

http://www.unco.edu/Canvas
http://www.unco.edu/Canvas)
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but are not sure about PowerPoint, check your program files, because it might be there! 

PowerPoint documents that I’ve uploaded to course units will mostly be in PDF format, which just 

about any browser can open (although it may take a minute or so). If you don’t already have Adobe 

PDF Acrobat reader on your computer, it is most likely that your computer will launch a download 

when you go to open your first presentation. If it does not, “Google” to find Acrobat Reader and it will 

give you the site for the free download. 

 
Most assignments in the course will employ the VeriCite software in Canvas. VeriCite is a tool to 

identify plagiarism. For example, after turning in a literature review assignment, the software will 

compare your paper to other authors work to and determine if student work is his or her own academic 

work or “borrowed” from others. Students can access the VeriCite report after turning in assignments 

to complete their own assessment. 

 
Please Note: I am not responsible for making sure your computer is technologically compatible with 

Canvas. It is your responsibility to practice using Canvas, and submitting papers/assignments before 

the due date to make sure your technology is compatible. Should you encounter problems, DO NOT 

contact me. For help, contact technical.support@unco.edu or call 970-351-4357. 

 
UNCO Policies 

 
Honor Code: All members of the University of Northern Colorado community are entrusted with the 

responsibility to uphold and promote five fundamental values: Honesty, Trust, Respect, Fairness, and 

Responsibility. These core elements foster an atmosphere, inside and outside of the classroom, which 

serves as a foundation and guides the UNC community‘s academic, 

professional, and personal growth. Endorsement of these core elements by students, faculty, staff, 

administration, and trustees strengthens the integrity and value of our academic climate. 

 
The University has a clear code of student conduct. Please go to: 

http://www.unco.edu/dos/communityStandards/student_code_conduct/index.html for more details. 

 
University Policies Regarding Student Conduct: In order to encourage and foster academic 

excellence, the University expects students to conduct themselves in accordance with certain generally 

accepted norms of scholarship and professional behaviors. Because of this expectation, the University 

does not condone any form of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct includes but is not limited 

to plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, and knowingly or recklessly encouraging or making possible any 

act of plagiarism, cheating, or fabrication. Academic misconduct is an unacceptable activity in 

scholarship and is in conflict with academic and professional ethics and morals. 

 
Consequently, students who are judged to have engaged in some form of academic misconduct may be 

subject to (1) a zero or an “F” on the work in question, (2) an “F” in the course, (3) other academic 

penalties as outlined in the professor’s course requirements and expectations, (4) disciplinary action as 

specified in the Sanctions for Misconduct section below, or (5) any combination thereof. Procedural due 

process, including the right to appeal, is to be followed in making a determination of whether academic 

misconduct has occurred. 

 
Generally, a student’s intentions will not be the primary consideration in the determination of whether 

academic misconduct has occurred. A student’s intentions will usually be considered only during the 

process of deciding on the appropriate sanctions or penalties. 

 
Plagiarism is the act of appropriating the written, artistic, or musical composition of another, or 

mailto:technical.support@unco.edu
http://www.unco.edu/dos/communityStandards/student_code_conduct/index.html


SOC 120 Intro to Family Studies Syllabus and Course Schedule     6 

 

portions thereof; or the ideas, language, or symbols of same and passing them off as the product of 

one’s own mind. Plagiarism includes not only the exact duplication of another’s work, but also the 

lifting of a substantial or essential portion thereof. 

 
Regarding written work in particular, direct quotations, statements which are the result of paraphrasing 

or summarizing the work of another, and other information which is not considered common knowledge 

must be cited or acknowledged, usually in the form of a footnote. Quotation marks or a proper form of 

indentation shall be used to indicate all direct quotations. 

 
As long as a student adequately acknowledges his/her sources and as long as there is no reason to 

believe that the student has attempted to pose as the originator, the student will not be charged with 

plagiarism even though the form of the acknowledgment may be unacceptable. However, students 

should be aware that most professors require certain forms of acknowledgment and some may evaluate 

a project on the basis of form. 

 
Cheating is the act of using or attempting to use, in examination or other academic work, material, 

information, or study aids which are not permitted by the instructor. Cheating includes, but is not 

limited to: Using books, notes, or calculators or copying from or conversing with 

others during an examination (unless such external aids are permitted by the instructor); having 

someone else do research, write papers, or take examinations; doing research, writing papers, or taking 

examinations for someone else; submitting large portions of the same work as part of the academic 

work for more than one course (unless such submission is permitted by the instructor). 

 
Fabrication is the invention of material or its source and its use as an authority in academic work. 

Fabrication includes, but is not limited to: inventing the data for a scientific experiment; inventing the 

title and author of a publication in order to use the invented publication as a source; or knowingly 

attributing material to an incorrect source. 

 
UNC’s policies and recommendations for academic misconduct will be followed. For additional 

information, please see the Dean of Student’s website, Student Handbook link 

http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/index.html 

 

Students with Other Needs: If you have other academic, evaluation, or testing needs please 

discuss them with me ASAP. In addition, Disability Services for Students (DSS) provides 

assistance to currently enrolled students with documented disabilities including physical, 

psychological, and those with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders (ADHD), traumatic head 

injuries, learning disabilities (LD) and other health concerns. All contacts with DSS personnel are 

held in strictest confidence and information is released only with the student’s permission. Students 

with disabilities should contact the appropriate coordinator to initiate receipt of services. It is the 

responsibility of the student to provide updated documentation regarding his/her disability from the 

diagnosing professional before services can be provided. 

Please check http://www.unco.edu/dss/aboutDSS.html for more details. 

 

Library Services: Part of student fees funds library services, but many students do not take advantage 

of library resources. During this course, students will learn to use library databases and library 

services to complete many of their assignments. Please take advantage of services provided by the 

UNCO library (https://www.unco.edu/library/). Wendy Highby is the sociology librarian and she 

http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/index.html
http://www.unco.edu/dss/aboutDSS.html
https://www.unco.edu/library/
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maintains the Sociology Research Guide http://libguides.unco.edu/sociology. Wendy Highby’s 

contact info is: Michener Library, Room 108, 970-351-1530, or wendy.highby@unco.edu. 

 

Cancellation of Courses: UNC and Department of Sociology reserve the right to cancel or reschedule 

courses based upon enrollment. Enrolled students will be contacted with information of any change. 

 

Student Satisfaction Evaluation 

Participants will be asked to evaluate the course for instructors’ knowledge, interest and enthusiasm as 

well as providing additional information on classes or topics, which you would like to see, developed as 

a future offering from UNC. 

 

Course Withdrawal Information In accordance with University and Colorado Department of Higher 

Education policy, if you drop this class after the course starts you will be assessed a drop fee. The drop 

fee is pro-rated up to the half-way point in the class. You are legally responsible for payment of full 

tuition once 50% of this course has been concluded. In order to be eligible to receive any refund of 

tuition, you must contact the Registrar to formally withdraw from your class. Your refund, if 

applicable, will be based on the date of contact with our office. 

 

Withdrawals received via telephone during non-business hours will be processed and dated on the next 

working day. Failure to notify us will result in UNC tuition being owed even though you do not attend 

or complete the coursework. 

 

Federal Policies: Throughout the course of the semester (and especially at the end of the semester), you 

may be wondering what your grade is, what you scored on an exam, or paper, etc. I cannot legally e-

mail you your grade without written consent. Therefore, when you send me an e-mail at any time, I 

cannot respond with grade information unless you give me hand-written consent, with a signature, first. 

All spreadsheets that contain grade information will be posted outside my office and updated constantly 

with your “current grade” in the course up to that point. It is your job to look at that posting and find 

your grade information. As always, you are welcome to make an appointment with me to review your 

grades in person, but I cannot release information without written consent via e-mail, over the 

telephone, or especially to a third party (except those listed below). Please see the description of 

FERPA below for further details. 

 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) The Family Educational Rights and Privacy 

Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student 

education records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the 

U.S. Department of Education. 

 
Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in order to release 

any information from a student's education record. However, FERPA allows schools to disclose those 

records, without consent, to the following parties or under the following conditions (34 CFR § 99.31): 

• School officials with legitimate educational interest; 

• Other schools to which a student is transferring; 

• Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes; 

• Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student; 

• Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school; 

• Accrediting organizations; 

• To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena; 

http://libguides.unco.edu/sociology
mailto:wendy.highby@unco.edu
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• Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and 

State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific State law. 

 

Module and 

Subject 

Module Course Material Assignments 

Module 1 

Introduction to 

Studying the 

Family  

Chapter 1: Why Study Families and 

Other Close Relationships?  

Chapter 2: Social Status: Sex, Gender, 

Race, Ethnicity, and Social Class 

Module 1: Supplemental Material 

Discussion # 1: Introductory Activity:  

Original Post Due Wednesday Week 1  

Response Due Friday Week 1   

Module 2 Love 

and Marriage 

Chapter 5: Sexual Identity, Behavior, 

and Relationships 

Chapter 7: Marriage 

Module 2: Supplemental Material 

Discussion #2: SPENT 

Original Post Due Week 2  

Reply Due Week 2   

Module 3  

Childbearing and 

Parenthood 

Chapter 8: Thinking about Parenthood 

Chapter 9: Raising Children  

Module 3: Supplemental Material  

Reflection #1 Due Week 3 

Midterm Exam  (Module 1-3) Due Week 3 

Module 4  Work 

and Family  

Module 4: Supplemental Material 

Chapter 10: Families and the Work 

They Do  

Discussion #3: Children and Divorce 

Original Post Due Wednesday Week 4 

Reply Due Friday Week 4  
Module 5 

Divorce and 

Remarriage   

Chapter 12: The Process of Divorce 

Chapter 13: Family Life, Partnering, 

and Remarriage after Divorce 

Module 5, Supplemental Material 

Reflection #2 Due Week 5 

Module 

6 Conflict and 

Family 

Violence   

Chapter 11:Family Stress and Crisis: 

Violence among Intimates  

 

Module 6 Supplemental Material  

Discussion #4: Domestic Violence 

Original Post Due Wednesday Week 6 

Reply Due Friday Week 6 

Final Exam  (Module 4-6)- Due Week 6 
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