
  

  

SRM600  SECTION (902)  
INTRODUCTION TO GRADUATE RESEARCH  

SUMMER 2018  

Instructor: 
Fatimah Alebrahim 
Applied Statistics and Research Methods 
fatimah.alebrahim@unco.edu 

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE 

The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of and introduction to basic concepts 
and terminology used in conducting educational and behavioral research.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

Following completion of this course, students should be able to: 
• Define basic terminology and concepts associated with research. 
• Describe the steps and decisions involved in planning, designing, and 
implementing a research study. 
• Compute and interpret basic descriptive statistics. 
• Identify researchable topics and issues within the field of public health. 
. Critically evaluate published research reports. 
• Write a research proposal to include introduction, literature review, rationale for 
the study, description of the design, sample selection, instrumentation/materials, 
data collection procedures, and data analysis procedures.  

TEXTBOOK  

Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C., Sorenson, C. K., & Walker,  

D. (2013). Introduction to Research in 

Education (9th ed.). Boston: Cengage Learning. 

 

  

  Virtual Office Hours: 
9:30AM - 10:30AM  F, or  
by Appointment.  
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GRADING 

 

•   Weekly Quizzes           20%         

•   Article Review             20%  

•   Research Proposal        55% 

•   Proposal Presentation    5%  

 

 

COURSE REQUIRMENTS  

  

Percentage                      Letter Grade 
   93-100                                      A 
   90-92                                        A- 
   88-89                                        B+ 
   83-87                                        B 
   80-82                                        B- 
   78-79                                        C+ 
   73-77                                        C 
   70-72                                        C- 
   68-69                                        D+ 
   63-67                                        D 
   60-62                                        D- 
   0-59                                          F 

Weekly Quizzes (one per lecture): each week, you will be required to complete 
 quizzes related to each week's video lectures, reading, and activities. A quiz 
 may consist of multiple choice, true/false, or short answers. Quizzes are 
not timed and you will have opportunity to complete the quizzes any time before the 
final week (no due dates). A total of two weekly quizzes will be required.  
No midterm or final in this course. 
 
Participation Activities: activities/discussions are a way for you to engage with each  
other regarding the course content. Each lecture will have one type of activity:  
1) Critiquing research articles. In order to get full credit for the activity, you will 
need to post a correct, thoughtful, and well-written response.      
 
Open Forum: in online courses it is normal to have many questions about things that 
 relate to the course, such as clarification of reading assignments, video lectures, or  
course materials. Please post these questions in the OPEN FORUM. In open  
forum, you are encouraged to give answers and help each other. For each clear and  
comprehensive answer you give, you will receive 1 extra credit point  
for the course (up to 5 points maximum). 
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•   Research Proposal: working in small groups (Max. 6), you are to propose a study
, which you could conceivably implement at some point in the  
future. The proposal should include a background/rationale for the study, research 
questions or hypotheses, description of intended subjects, instrumentation  
(measures), data collection procedures, and proposed data analyses. The proposal  
should be written in APA (or another accepted style) and should be around 7 - 10  
pages in length. You will earn 20% of the total grade for the proposal by 
submitting a draft for each part as shown in the course schedule.  
 

•   Proposal Presentation: during the final week, you will present your proposed  
study. Given the short duration of this course, it is expected that your presentation 
will be fairly informal but should include sufficient information that the other 
students will have a clear understanding of what you plan to do and why. 
You will create a research proposal video presentation to present online, which I 
will provide details for later in the semester.  

  

 

  

 

 

Course lectures 

 This course consists of 12 lectures after which you will work through together to 
meet the course objectives. Each week will contain one lecture. Each lecture 
consists of the above four required actions from you. They are: 

1   Read: before each lecture you will have to read specific chapter/s and work 
on some textbook exercises. Textbook reading will make you familiar with 
the ideas that will be presented in the lecture. This is for your own learning, 
there is nothing to turn in.  

2   Watch: in each lecture I will present some of the topics from each chapter 
through multiple mini video lectures. Some of the topics will not be presented 
in lecture and your reading of them will be necessary.  
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3   Participate: group activities will be provided relating to the lecture content. 
This allows for group interaction to further your way to better understanding 
of the lecture.  

4   Test: assess your knowledge by taking the quiz after completing actions (1,2, 
and 3).  

Note: in general, I suggest that you always approach material in the above 
sequence. Since each of us learns in different ways, the sequence may vary 
according your preference. However, these course of actions are based on many 
studies which conclude that these are the most effective way of online learning.   

Accommodations Statement 

Any student requesting disability accommodation for this class must inform the 
instructor and give appropriate notice. Students are encouraged to contact Disability 
Support Services at (970) 351-2289 to certify documentation of disability and to 
ensure appropriate accommodations are implemented in a timely manner. 

Inclusivity Statement  

The College of Education and Behavioral Sciences (CEBS) supports an inclusive 
learning environment where diversity and individual differences are understood, 
respected, appreciated, and recognized as a source of strength. We expect that 
students, faculty, administrators and staff within CEBS will respect differences and 
demonstrate diligence in understanding how other peoples' perspectives, behaviors, 
and worldviews may be different from their own. Please visit the CEBS Diversity 
and Equity Committee website for more information on UNC’s commitment to 
diversity (http://www.unco.edu/cebs/diversity).  

 

 

 

 

 


