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SRM 600-700  

Introduction to Graduate Research 

 

Spring 2021 
 
Instructor: 
Tyler Kincaid, PhD       
Office Phone: (720) 987-9901  
Email: tyler.kincaid@unco.edu 

 

Office Hours:  
Online via email and phone. Contact me by email to schedule. I will do my best to reply as soon as 
possible, but will make sure to respond to any communications within 24 hours. 
 
Purpose of the Course:  
 
The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of and introduction to basic concepts and 
terminology used in conducting educational and behavioral research.  
 
Course Objectives:  
Following completion of this course, students should be able to:  
 
• Define basic terminology and concepts associated with research  
• Describe the steps and decisions involved in planning, designing, and implementing a research study  
• Compute and interpret basic descriptive statistics  
• Identify researchable topics and issues within the field of public health  
• Critically evaluate published research reports   
• Write a research proposal to include introduction, literature review, rationale for the study, 
description of the design, sample selection, instrumentation/materials, data collection procedures, and 
data analysis procedures.  
 

 

Required Textbook,  
 
Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C., Irvine, C. K. S., & Walker, D. (2018). Introduction to research in education, 10th edition. 
Cengage Learning. 
 
I understand that there might be some students that were directed to the 9th edition of the above text. I’m 
happy to work around this issue. Please, if you have already purchased the 9th edition, DO NOT buy the 10th 
unless you can get a full refund. Email me if that is at all confusing.  
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Grading and Course Requirements: Grades will be based on quizzes/participation (40% total), discussion 
assignments (20%), a written research proposal (30%), and a proposal presentation (10%). All written 
assignments will be typed and double-spaced preferably according to some accepted editorial style such as 
APA style.  
  
Quizzes/Participation. For the quizzes and participation you may use any of the resources available in the 
class, including your fellow classmates. For the most part, all quizzes will be done in a group and graded on 
participation along with correct responses.  
 
Chapter Readings and Discussions- For this course there are daily modules to be completed. Your active 
participation in the course discussions is one major component of your learning and the grade you will receive 
in this course. For each discussion question you must post/discuss a substantive response of your own as 
well as a response/feedback to at least one other student in the course. 
 
A substantive response to a discussion question is more than posting opinions---a substantive response draws 
on theory, practice, cogent observations, as well as integrative critical thinking. It is REQUIRED that you 
support points with material from the text or any other resources you may find for the course. Likewise a 
substantive response to another student is more than "good posting" or "thanks for sharing that information 
with us." A substantive response draws on theory, practice, cogent observations and critical thinking. A sample 
post (full points) to a unit is provided below: 
 
Research proposal. Working in small groups, you are to propose a study, which you could conceivably 
implement at some point in the future. The proposal should include a background/rationale for the study, 
research questions or hypotheses, description of intended subjects, instrumentation (measures), data 
collection procedures, and proposed data analyses. The proposal should be written in APA (or another 
accepted style) and should be around 7 - 10 pages in length. We will discuss possible ideas for studies in class. 
Specific criteria for the written proposal are included in the course materials.  
 
Proposal presentation. During the final day, your group will present your proposed study to the rest of the 
class. It is expected that your presentation will be fairly informal but should include sufficient information that 
the class will have a clear understanding of what you plan to do and why. You will create a research power 
point to present, which we will detail in the second weekend. I would like this to be something creative and 
fun for everyone, so I am open to ideas about how we will do the presentations.   
 

Grading 
University of Northern Colorado uses a 4.0 plus/minus grade point system. Final grades for the course will be 
determined by transforming the total points received into the following percentages to receive the equivalent 
letter grade.  

Grade Percentages Expectation Level 
A 100% - 93% Exceeds Expectations 
A- 92% - 90% Exceeds Expectations 
B+ 89% - 87% Meets Expectations 
B 86% - 83% Meets Expectations 
B- 82% - 80% Meets Expectations 
C+ 79% - 77% Does Not Meet Expectations 
C 76% - 73% Does Not Meet Expectations 
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C- 72% - 70% Does Not Meet Expectations 
 
Course Policies 
Submission of Assignments 
All assignments will be done in APA style. If you are 
not familiar with APA style, especially regarding the 
use of citations and reporting of statistical results, 
you should purchase a copy of the sixth edition of 
the Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association which is widely 
available. There are other resources available on 
Canvas under Unit 14 regarding reporting results. 
Assignments turned in late without sufficient 
justification will be penalized. Assignment 
submission will be done via Canvas unless 
otherwise noted.   
 
You must submit assignment and other files using 
this format: 
 
FirstInitialLastName.SRM600.AssignmentName.D
ate. 
 
If submitting a revised assignment file, please add 
the word “revised” after the submit date.  
If you are submitting for a group then use this 
format: 
GroupName.SRM600.AssignmentName.Date.  
 
Accommodations Statement Students who need 
accommodations in this course should contact the 
Disability Access Center, voice/TTY (970) 351-2289, 
or fax (970) 351-4166, or visit www.unco.edu/dss 
as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations 
are implemented in a timely fashion. Students are 
encouraged to speak directly with the instructor 
also.  
 
Inclusivity Statement The College of Education and 
Behavioral Sciences (CEBS) supports an inclusive 
learning environment where diversity and 
individual differences are understood, respected, 
appreciated, and recognized as a source of 
strength. We expect that students, faculty, 
administrators and staff within CEBS will respect 
differences and demonstrate diligence in 
understanding how other peoples' perspectives, 

behaviors, and worldviews may be different from 
their own. Please visit the CEBS Diversity and 
Equity Committee website for more information on 
UNC’s commitment to diversity 
http://www.unco.edu/cebs/diversity/ . 
 
Academic Integrity Students are expected to act in 
accordance with University of Northern Colorado 
policy on academic integrity as outlined in the 
Student Code of Conduct. Cheating, lying, 
misrepresentation, or plagiarism in any form is 
unacceptable behavior and grounds for disciplinary 
action. This action can include any of the following, 
in addition to any University disciplinary action:  
• A failing grade for an assignment.  
• A failing grade for a class.  
• Required remediation.  
• Dismissal from your academic program.  
 
Vericite is used in Canvas courses for submission of 
written work. For more information on the 
academic integrity policy and its consequences see 
the Dean of Students website: 
http://www.unco.edu/dean-of-
students/pdf/Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf  
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